POWER

burghers were located, and tapping each aristocratic
fagade with a little silver hammer, said solemnly: "The
Law condemns you!" When this symbolic destruction
of Lyon still found no favour in Paris and the pressure
became too great, he resigned. Collot d'Herbois and
Fouche were appointed to take his place and began their
series of fusillades, which, if less deadly than those of
Thiers in Paris some seventy-eight years later, were
carried out with greater barbarity. Souberbielle relates
that when Robespierre was told the details he exclaimed:
"Blood! Always blood! The scoundrels! They'll finish
by drowning the Republic in it!"

Collot wrote repeatedly to Robespierre, trying to
obtain his moral support. He got no reply. Robespierre,
.however, wrote to one of the Lyon judges, taking him
severely to task. Collot, uneasy, then returned to Paris
to defend himself, and Robespierre managed to get
Fouche recalled. Charlotte tells of a stormy interview
between Fouche and her brother. Robespierre did all
the storming, while Fouche "grew pale, trembled and
stammered a few excuses".

But while he might pale and tremble, Fouche was a
far more redoubtable enemy than Collot. He thought,
and not without reason, that Robespierre meant to
make an example of him, and decided to strike first.
He was an opponent such as Maximilien had never had.
Brissot, for all his ability at intrigue, was not afraid to
fight in the open, but Fouche never exposed himself.
When Robespierre would strike, Fouche would vanish,
only to reappear as soon as his back was turned. He
laid traps and mined the ground his opponent trod.
Fouche brought down Robespierre as rats have been
known to cause the collapse of a building.